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MESSENGER.	Why?
Because., my friend, that child is now your King!
herdsman. A curse upon you! Silence! Hold your peace.
oedipus. No, no! You must not chide him, sir! Tis you     220
That should be chid., not he, for speaking so.
herdsman. Nay, good my master, what is my offence?
oedipus. This: that you answer nothing—of the child.
herdsman. 'Tis nothing. He knows nothing. 'Tis but talk.
oedipus. You will not speak to please me? Pain shall make you!
herdsman. No! By the gods, hurt me not! I am old.
oedipus. Come, one of you. Quick! Fasten back his arms!
herdsman.  O Wretched, Wretched!  Why?  What would you
know?
oedipus. Did you, or did you not, give him the child?
herdsman. I gave it him. Would I had died that day.	230
oedipus. This day you shall, unless you speak the truth.
herdsman. Alas! And if I speak, 'tis worse, far worse.
oedipus. Ah! So the fellow means to trifle with us!
herdsman. No, noi I have confessed I gave it him.
oedipus. How came you by it? Was the child your own?
herdsman. It was not mine. Another gave it me.
oedipus. Another? Who, and of what house in Thebes?
herdsman. Nay, for the gods' love, Master, ask no more.
oedipus. Make me repeat my question, and you die!
herdsman. The answer is:—a child of Laius' house.	240
oedipus. Slave born? Or kinsman to the royal blood?
HERDSMAN.	Alas!
So it has come, the thing I dread to tell.
oedipus. The thing I dread to hear. Yet I must hear it.
herdsman. Thus then:—they said 'twas . . . Laius'son. . . . And
yet
Perhaps Jocasta best can answer that.
oedipus. Jocasta gave it you?
herdsman.        "" "	She gave it me.
oedipus. For what?
herdsman.	She bade me do awav with it.

